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A) RESPONSIBILITIES 

It is the responsibility of all personnel using animals at UTEP to abide by this policy.  

If an exception is needed by an employee or visiting scholar it is the responsibility of 

the IACUC to review for approval such requests for an exception to this policy. 

B) APPLICATION 

1) This policy applies to research protocols.  Exempted protocols are those for 

teaching, demonstration and research protocols where the only procedure 

performed is euthanasia for the collection of tissues (unless research integrity is 

affected by the lack of acclimation or stabilization). 

2) In general, all newly arrived rodents at UTEP are quarantined for 6-14 days and 

tested for adventitious agents prior to their release into the general colony.  

However, if it can be adequately and scientifically justified that rodents cannot 

wait to complete the Laboratory Animal Resource Center (LARC) quarantine 

period, the Attending Veterinarian may specify conditions and approve 

modifications to this policy.  The Attending Veterinarian may extend quarantine 

to ensure the health and well-being of the UTEP colony. 

C) BACKGROUND 

1) Quarantine 

According to the 8th Edition of the Guide for the Care & Use of Animals (2011), 

quarantine measures are a component of preventive medicine.  Quarantine is 

important for the effective management of animal biosecurity and surveillance 

and should be routinely implemented.  An effective quarantine program 

minimizes the potential for pathogen introduction into the animal population, 

which is of particular concern when the stress of transportation may cause animals 

harboring subclinical infections to become ill and/or shed the causative 
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pathogens.  The duration and other conditions of the quarantine period can 

typically be determined by information supplied by health reports and other 

information supplied by animal vendors and investigators. 

2) Acclimation & Stabilization 

The 2011 Guide for the Care & Use of Animals states, “… newly received 

animals should be given a period for physiologic, behavioral, and nutritional 

acclimation before their use… The need for an acclimation period has been 

demonstrated in mice, rats, guinea pigs, nonhuman primates, and goats, and time 

for acclimation is likely important for other species as well.”  Conour et al (2006) 

stated, “Failure to plan for acclimation and stabilization of the animals may result 

in a need for increased animal numbers to determine statistically significant 

differences in experimental results and may place collected data at risk for 

inaccuracy and irreproducibility (Furudate et al. 2005).” 

 

D) DEFINITIONS 

1) Acclimation Period – Period of time during which newly shipped animals are 

given a rest period for physiological, psychological, and nutritional stabilization 

before use in research projects. This allows animals to recover from shipping 

stress and permits them to adapt to their new surroundings. 

2) Quarantine – As noted in The Guide:  “Quarantine is the separation of newly 

arrived animals from those already in the facility, in a way that prevents potential 

spread of contaminants.”  This period typically entails procurement of samples 

that will be tested to determine health and/or pathogen status of newly arrived 

animals and prescribe and implement any measures that might be required to 

ensure biosecurity for these animals and those in the general population. 

E) PROCEDURES 

1) Acclimation:   

a) Based on the Guide’s requirements and the references listed in this policy, 

UTEP’s IACUC requires a minimum of a 6-day acclimation period for all 

newly inter-institutionally or vendor-transported animals.  Certain models and 
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research projects may require longer acclimation times.  Please consult the 

Attending Veterinarian for acclimation times.   

b) Investigators should be aware that acclimation periods may overlap with 

quarantine periods, but are encouraged to consider these timeframes to meet 

their specific research needs. 

c) Animals may not be used for research purposes until completion of the 

acclimation period. 

d) Exceptions to this policy must be justified in the IACUC protocol and 

approved by the Attending Veterinarian in advance of the arrival of the 

animals in question. 

e) Urgent requests to use animals before completion of the 6-day acclimation 

period must be requested in writing to the Attending Veterinarian.  

2) Quarantine:   

a) Animals from separate shipments will be handled independently of animals 

from other shipments and segregated from one another on the basis of species 

and/or health status to avoid potential pathogen transfer between them. 

b) Animals that are removed from a facility, or from a room of higher health 

status to an environment of unknown or lower health status with intent to 

return may need to be held separately from the colony of origin until their 

health status can be determined and any necessary measures enacted.  

Removal and return of animals must be approved in the protocol. 
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